Dispatch
15 April 2008

This is my first addition of the dispatch; I will try to get the information out in a readable format. First let me introduce myself I am Bruce D Frail the newly elected Senior-Vice Commander of the Department of Rhode Island Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War.

    The Annual Encampment was held at the Varnum Armory in East Greenwich, Rhode Island on 5 April 2008. Several brothers from Camps 3, 7, 11, 12 & 21 were present, along with Brothers from National, the Department of Massachusetts, and the Department of New Hampshire. We had Sisters from all three Auxiliaries present plus Sisters from National, the Department of Massachusetts, the Department of New Hampshire, and Members-at-Large.
    The newly elected officers are as follows:

Commander - William Vieira - Camp 12

Senior-Vice Commander - Bruce D. Frail - Camp 3

Junior-Vice Commander - Henry Duquette - Camp 7

Secretary - Joseph Hall PDC - Camp12

Treasurer - Steven Hackett - Camp 12

    Other positions will be listed on the Department Website along with other Department news. The Dispatch will be released on a quarterly basis on 15 April 2008, 15 July 2008, 15 October 2008, and 15 January 2009. Deadlines for anyone to send Events and or Memorial Day Ceremonies will be by the 1st of each release month. All submissions can be e-mailed to me at Poppahazmat@Verizon.net . I will send reminders from time to time but if your camp or members wish to have items added it is up to the camps or members to get me the submissions.
    Memorial Day events that have been reported to the Department are as follows;

1. Major Sullivan Ballou Camp #3 will hold an early Memorial at the grave of Major Sullivan Ballou in Swan Point Cemetery on 17 May 2008 at 9AM. This event will be the first time our new Sisters from Sarah Ballou Auxiliary #3 will be with us.
2. Elisha Hunt Rhodes Camp #11 No memorial as of yet.
3. Colonel Zenas Bliss Camp #12 will hold their Memorial Day at the Artilleryman Monument in Sctiuate, Rhode Island on 25 May 2008 at 10 AM. This is in the center of town on Rte 116, West Greenville Road.
4. Commodore Joel Abbott Camp#21 will hold their Memorial Day at Elmgrove Cemetery at the G.A.R. Monument on 26 May 2008 a time has yet to be discussed, but will be listed on the Department website when known.
5. Major Sullivan Ballou Camp#3 will also be hosting a Memorial Day at the Holy Name Cemetery on 21 Homestead Place in Jersey City, New Jersey Lot F Section 47 Grave D. the final resting place for Captain James Belger Commander of the 1st Rhode Island Light Artillery Battery F. The ceremony will take place on 24 May 2008 at 10:00 AM.
6. Elisha Dyer Camp#7 has discussed doing a memorial at Pocasset Cemetery in Cranston; again please refer to Department website for details if they become known.

Camp Secretaries please inform the Department Secretary of your memorial plans so he can pass them on to the webmaster.
    The Re-interment of Michael McElroy is going well and the weekend will start on 30 May 2008 after 5:00PM when reenactors can set-up camp within North Burial Ground, the actual re-interment is scheduled for 31 May 2008 with the procession starting off at 1:00PM and running to about 3:00PM when Private Michael McElroy will have joined his brothers in arms in the Prescott Post G.A.R. #1 Burial site. The Providence Brigade Band will play after the burial and while we are setting up the dinner at the camp area. The dinner is open to the public for a small fee and is free to reenactors. The dinner will run from 3:30PM until 7:00PM. At 7:00PM we will begin to set up the 2000 candle Luminary of North Burial Ground and at 8:00PM the Guided Candlelight Tours will begin (the tours are for a small fee to go to help cover the cost of this and other events at North Burial Ground. Please go to http://acwburialproject.tripod.com to get more information about the re-interment and fees for the dinner and the guided candlelight tours. 

    We are also in the planning stages of a monument restoration in Warren, Rhode Island. The G.A.R. monument a 10” Rodman Gun located at Town Common off of Main Street. Please check on the website for more information, proposed rededication will be October 2008.

    Finally, the Expo Committee is looking for a few good Brothers who wish to improve the Expo and help it grow. Please contact Brother Benjamin J. Frail e-mail Civilwarfan@msn.com or call him at 401-464-2120. Let’s get together on this, I for one am tired of hearing Brothers complain about the Expo but never doing anything to support it. Brother Benjamin J. Frail would like to thank all of the Brothers and Sisters who helped with the Expo this year.
